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E-MAIL:  TEXFMA@VERIZON.NET   WEBSITE: WWW.TXFMA.ORG
March 22, 2010
Omni South Hotel
Austin, Texas

1.
WELCOME
President Steve Dossett, Fire Marshal, Richardson, called the meeting to order at 1705 hours on March 22, 2010. He welcomed all members and guests.  He recognized Past Presidents Gerald Brown, Kurt Harris and State Fire Marshal Paul Maldonado.  
2.
PRAYER
Invocation was given by Director Michael Laws, Fire Marshal, DeSoto.
3.
ROLL CALL
President Dossett called for a roll call of Officers and Directors by Secretary / Treasurer Dan Mayes.  All Officers and Directors were present except 2nd Vice President Gary Nabors, Directors Detra White, Ben Nunez, and Jim Terry. Secretary/Treasurer Dan Mayes advised a quorum of the Board was present and that an official meeting could be conducted.  Twenty Seven (27) members and guest were present.
4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
President Dossett called for a motion to accept the minutes of the October 2009 Meeting at the Annual Conference.  The minutes had been provided in the handout material received prior to the midyear meeting.  Motion to accept the minutes as published with name of Ronald Pray being added to the attendance roll was made and seconded.  Motion to approve carried. No dissenting votes.

5
COMMITTEE REPORTS

A.
AWARDS
 
Ben Nunez
Mr. President and Fellow Board Members:  I will not be attending the Arson Conference this year but I wanted you all to know that as of Friday, March 19, 2010 I have not received any nominations for any awards given out by the TFMA.  I hope to see you all in October for our annual conference and please encourage everyone to submit the names of those candidates that are deserving of special recognition .  Report read by Dan Mayes
B.
CODE AND TECHNICAL-
Jody Henry
Jody reported for Jim Terry that he was unable to attend the meeting and that the only thing had to report at this time was regarding Open Burning / Burning of Illegal Materials.

The Texas Water Code, Chapter 7- Enforcement

An amendment to 7.187 Penalties was passed in the 81st Legislature in 2009.   Acts 2009, 81st Leg.  R.S. Ch 1264, Sec 1, effective September 1, 2009.

 QUESTION:  Has this been addressed by the Fire Marshal Offices, primarily county, and received or determined an interpretation of the statute?
In the penalty phase 7.177 and 7.187 is confusing and do they contradict each other?
Below are the Texas Water Code sections 7.177 Violation of the Clean Air Act, 7.187 Penalties and the Health & Safety Code Section 382.018 Outdoor Burning of Waste and Combustible Material and 382.085 Unauthorized Emission Prohibited.

Sec 7.177 VIOLATION OF CLEAN AIR ACT

(a)  A person commits an offense if the person intentionly or knowingly, with respect to the person’s conduct, violates; 

(5) An order, permit, or exemption issued or a rule adopted under Chapter 382, Health and Safety Code.

(b) An offense under this section is punishable for an individual under Section 7.187(1)(B) or Section 7.187(2)(C) or Both

C.
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS- Michael Laws

A Motion was made to provide fully retired Past Presidents and Life Members to cover hotel expenses Tuesday through Thursday.  This would enable the individuals to attend the Business Meeting and Awards Banquet.  Motion was seconded and approved by 100% vote. Michael Laws was instructed to make necessary changes to the Constitution and By-Laws to reflect these changes.   This is the first reading of the motion and will be voted on at the Annual Meeting in October 2010. 
D.
COUNTY FIRE MARSHALS- Randy Renois
Nothing to report except it is an off year for the Legislature.  Requested ideas from the membership in regards to legislative issues for the October meeting.
E.
FINANCE/TREASUER REPORT- Jody Henry
            Jody reported that as of the end of Feb 28, 2010 the Association hand a checking account balance of $38,696.42.  All bills have been paid as of this date.
F.
MEMBERSHIP/OUTREACH- Dan Mayes

Dan reported a membership as of March 19, 2010 was 295.  This amount includes 12 Active Life Members, members of the State Fire Marshal’s Office and 1 Sustaining Member. Membership dues are still coming in and are past due at this time.  Dan reported that membership had been increasing the past few years since merging with the State Fire Marshal’s Office.
G.
WEBSITE-
Dan Mayes

Dan reported the website is up and running. It was reported that some members had been receiving porn materials addressed from TFMA.  Webmaster advised members to use a spam blocker to block this material.  She advised that anytime an e-mail address is on a website it can receive this type material. The only other way to stop it is to have your e-mail address removed from our Membership Directory. Contact him with any schools and/or job openings to be placed on the website. Please forward any changes in your personal job information, address, telephone, fax or e-mail changes to Dan at TEXFMA@verizon.net
H.
NOMINATIONS- Gerald Brown


Gerald reported the nomination committee composed on himself and Jody Gonzalez had received no nominations.   
I
LEGISLATIVE REPORT  
Mike Montgomery/Rusty Kattner/Joe Pierce

   
Mike indicated that we need to have all our legislative needs out lined for the next legislative sessions.

(A) Add Achievement and Excellence Award  Mike Montgomery

(B)
Residential Fire Sprinkler Initiative Committee- Rusty Kattner
 The purpose of this committee is to try to reverse certain provisions of SB 1410 enacted by 

the 81st Texas Legislature relating the prohibition of cities to enact ordinances requiring 

residential fire sprinkler systems. With that said I will form three sub-committees that will 

ultimately result in the introduction of legislation during the 82nd Legislative session to


 reverse the provisions of SB 1410 that prohibit cities from enacting residential sprinkler 
ordinances. 
The three sub-committees will be as follows:

Technical Committee: This committee will be tasked with the job of drafting the legislation we desire to be introduced during the 82nd legislative session. I would hope that the provisions will not only include wording to reverse the effects of SB 1410 but also include provisions that will off set the cost to builders who install residential sprinklers, since cost seemed to be a major issue to builders. I would also hope the proposal will include a provision that help home owners to save money on insurance premiums. These provisions are called incentives that I hope will be enough to “quash” statements by the building industry about cost. I will ask the committee to take off the table minimum square footage and any reference to fire service manning. 

Educational Committee: This committee will be tasked with providing a technical data report to members of the House and Senate. The hope is that this information will provide much needed information for those members to ask intelligent questions of witnesses during any committee hearings. The report should provide enough information that they will have an understanding of how sprinkler systems work the effect of sprinkler systems on fires, the effect of sprinkler systems on life safety, the economic effects of sprinkler systems both immediate and long term, and more importantly dispelling the misrepresentations of sprinkler systems commonly seen in commercials and movies. The report should also compare smoke detection and sprinklers to distinguish the difference between the two and benefits of both. I would hope the report will be similar to one authored by Buddy Dewar in February of 2009 and that was recently updated. I also hope we can sponsor a live burn comparison of non-protected and protected rooms for the benefit of our legislators and news media.

Legislative Committee: This committee will be charged with finding sponsors for our legislation, testifying before committee hearings, soliciting support from members of the House and Senate, and organizing a grass roots lobbying effort of the fire service, municipalities, building officials, and citizens, etc. I hope to include on this committee a large number of stakeholder organizations. I would prefer not to limit membership to the fire service. 

All committees will be chaired by members of TFMA, however, as I have stated before, individual members will come from a wide variety of stakeholders, hopefully including some from the building industry. The first committee to be appointed will be the Technical Committee who will meet this week to discuss our legislation. Their work must be completed first and foremost in order for the other committees to function. The members of this committee invited to this week’s meeting are as follows:

Ariana Hargrove, Rockwall Fire Marshal, (Chair)

John Gillette, Frisco Fire Marshal

             Steve Rawls, West University Place Fire Chief

             Randy Crim, Lake Jackson Fire Marshal

             Jeff Shapiro, International Code Consultants

             Mark Redlitz, State Fire Marshal’s Office

             J.D. Gardner, President, Texas Fire Chiefs Association

             Carol McCain, Texas Fire Sprinkler Contractors Association

             Ed Salazar, State Fire Marshals Office
 J.
Training and Education- Jody Henry

Jody reported on the 12th Annual State Fire Marshal’s and the 33nd Annual Texas Fire Marshals’ Association meeting would be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Austin, Texas, and October 18, 2010 through October 22, 2010.  Room rates are set at $85.00.  Registration fee is $165.00. 
Jody reported that 221 people had registered and 210 attended the last Conference.   We have been working with Rachel and Melissa for the past two months on the 2010 Conference.  We will be meeting on Wednesday of this week for another planning session.  We will also be with the Crowne Plaza staff.  We have over half our speakers already secured and tentative commitments on others.  Its shaping up to be another great conference.  Save the Date emails and cards will be out real soon.  Invite others who are not members or have never attended to come.  It is still the best bang for your buck of any conference that I am aware of.
Please forward to me any additional comments or suggestion about the conference or forum topics.

We need to start thinking about someone else to chair the Training Committee as my term as President will begin in October.  Let me know if you are interested or if someone you know might would be good at serving on this committee.

Theme for this year’s conference is “Don’t Gamble on Fire Prevention”.   Addition information will be published on the website.

6.
OLD BUSINESS

Reports were given by the following:

a. Logo Items:  Jody Henry
Jody reported that Jim Terry was unable to attend the meeting and that he nothing to report on at this time. New orders will go in for the Fall Orders.
b. Achievment and Excellence Award:  Mike Montgomery

Mike presented the following application which is to be placed on our website.


[image: image1.emf]
7.
New Business


a.  Second Vice President Status
Gary Nabors has been dropped from the position of 2nd Vice-President at the request of the Secretary/Treasurer due to failure to pay his membership dues. President Dossett appointed Don Jansen to fill the position until the October meeting.
b. TFMA Conference:   October 18-23, 2010 Crowne Plaza Hotel Austin, Tx.
c.  PayPal
Membership voted to authorize the Association to start using PayPal for payments to the Association for membership dues , conference fees and logo merchandise fees.  Authorized a service charge fee to be added to existing fees for credit card use.

d. CONFERENCE  
Crowne Plaza Hotel-6121 North IH-35@290 Austin, Texas  78752

October 18-22, 2010.  Room rates $85.00 plus tax
Business Meeting - Wednesday, October 20, 2010 @ 5:00 PM 
        Banquet -Thursday October 21, 2010 1100 AM to 100PM
        E.  Adjournment

      Motion to adjourn was made and seconded.   Meeting adjourned at 1833
Respectfully submitted

Dan Mayes

Dan Mayes

Secretary/Treasurer
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